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Dear Ms Cooper and Ms Evans,
  
Thank you for your letter of 24 November to Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP regarding the 
‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper. I am replying as Minister of State for Housing. Please 
accept my sincerest apologies for the delay in responding to you. I appreciate how important 
these proposals are for many people across the country, and I am grateful to you for taking 
the time to write to us about them. 

 
The consultation closed on 29 October. It generated enormous interest – around 
44,000 replies in total – and officials are currently collating, reviewing and analysing 
the responses. I have asked for the matters you raise to be included in our consideration 
of those responses. The White Paper proposes significant changes to both the focus and 
processes of planning, with important benefits in mind: to secure better outcomes in terms of 
land in the right places, more beautiful development and 
improved environmental outcomes; as well as processes which give more certainty, better 
engagement and swifter outcomes for communities, councils and developers. 
 
There have been many views aired on different aspects of the reforms, which is why we have 
sought inputs from a wide range of interests, engaging with not only the development 
industry and local authorities, but also new and smaller players, and importantly, the 
communities in which development takes place. The White Paper represents only the start of 
an exciting period of reform, and we will reflect very carefully on the views received in 
considering how best to take its vision forward. At the heart of these reforms is a need to 
make the planning system simpler, quicker and more accessible for all participants, 
including local people.  
 
Once again, I appreciate how important planning reform is to people across the country, 
and I am grateful to you for writing to me. 
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